HUDDLE
March 22, 2020
Dear Parents,
We hope that as you share this message with your kids you will have some great
conversations with them about Jonah, obedience and God’s amazing love.
As you know, kids learn best through interaction and having fun. They love it when the
whole family joins in the fun!
We want you to spend time together in God’s Word, have fun and allow God’s Spirit to
work! And don’t forget to pray together. Pray for each other, our church family, our
country and our world. Remind your kids that God has the whole world in his mighty
hands and he is not letting go! “In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the
mountains are his also."

OBJECTIVE:
THE BIG IDEA: It’s always better to obey God than run away from God.
SCRIPTURE: Jonah chapters 1-3

OPENING activity: Whale Fort
Supplies: blankets and sheets, bible

Grab a large sheet or blanket. Drape the sheet or blanket over your kitchen or dining
room table and then ask your kids to join you under the table, preferably with the lights
off; if it’s not too scary.
For older kids have them make their own “whale” fort and read the text inside the whale
or build a giant whale as a family to have the discussion in.
Have fun with this!! Tell them that you're going to pretend like you are like Jonah in the
belly of the fish!! “P.U., it is stinky in here!!”

QUESTIONS for discussion: (in or out of the fish!!)
Read together or summarize for them Jonah chapters 1 - 3 and then ask the following
questions about Jonah. Don’t feel like you have to get through every question
from below. If your kids are getting bored just do a couple of questions or really focus
on the one that seems to grab their attention. You can always come back later in the
week, too!
1. Why do you think Jonah didn’t want to go to Nineveh?
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2. Would you be afraid to go to a different country to tell others about Jesus? It’s
okay to be honest.
3. What did Jonah do instead of going to Nineveh? (He got on a boat that was
headed to Tarshish - the opposite direction of Nineveh)
4. Why do you think Jonah did not obey God? (Jonah does not trust God)
5. Why do you think we don’t obey God? (We don’t trust God)
6. What happened when Jonah did not obey God? (Jonah 1:4 “But the LORD hurled
a great wind upon the sea” there was a big storm and the sailors tried to find out
why the storm was happening.)
7. What makes obeying so hard sometimes?
8. What did the sailors do with Jonah? (throw him into the ocean)
9. What happened to Jonah? (the Lord had a great fish swallow up Jonah and he
was in the fish for three days and three nights) You can have fun acting this out!
10. What do you think Jonah thought about while he was sitting inside a fish for three
days and three nights? What would you think about?
11. What does Jonah say at the end of his prayer? (this might give you a clue as to
what he was thinking about "Salvation belongs to the LORD!”)
12. What happened after three days of Jonah being in the fish? (the fish vomited
Jonah out!) Let your kids act this out - they will love doing it!
13. How do you think Jonah smelled after being in the belly of a fish?
14. In chapter three of Jonah God asks him to go again to Nineveh. What does he do
this time? (he obeys this time and goes - hurray!)
15. What do the people of Nineveh and the king do when Jonah tells them to stop
their evil ways and turn to God? (They listen, pray and fast.)

RESOURCES:
1. Jonah Story Pictures
http://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/rg-jonah/
•
2. Jonah Videos
“God’s Story: Jonah” https://youtu.be/jO2QsF_nnIU
•
“Jonah Song” https://youtu.be/RlvuWMqAPTQ
•
3. Worship Songs
“Good Good Father” https://youtu.be/eE_l-Klp2Uk
•
“Breaking Through” https://youtu.be/KFtTDYUua_0
•
“Alive” https://youtu.be/qEvEVALLjNQ
•
“This is Amazing Grace” https://youtu.be/ZxVadCcRfoI
•

CRAFTS:
•

Jonah Toss Game
Supplies: paper or plastic cup, string, balloon, sharpie, flour or rice, paper
and glue (optional)
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1. Poke a hole in the bottom of the cup.
2. Cut a string, about a yard long.
3. Thread the string through the hole
and tie it to itself around the cup.
4. Fill a balloon with flour or rice and tie
it securely.
5. With a sharpie draw a person on the
balloon.
6. Tie the balloon to the end of the
string.
7. Draw eyes on the cup and add a tale if you want!
8. Now practice tossing the balloon into the
mouth of the whale.
•

Foldable Coloring Page
Supplies: The full size coloring page is at the end
of this document.

1. Color the coloring page.
2. Fold horizontally in the middle of the page.
3. Fold horizontally again at the bottom of the
whale’s jaw.
4. Now you can open and close the whale’s
mouth!

GAMES:
•

Minute to Win it: Swimming Whale
Supplies: tissue paper, paper plate

1. Cut a whale (or fish) out of tissue paper.
2. Take the paper plate or something similar and fan the whale to make it
move.
3. Make an obstacle course or have two people race each other making
the whale swim around!
•

Minute to Win it: There She Blows
Supplies: straws, plastic cups

1. Race each other to see who can blow the cup across a surface using
only a straw the quickest!
•

Go Fish
Supplies: cards

1. Play a family game of “Go Fish.”
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