
 

HUDDLE 
July 12, 2020 

Dear Families, 
 This week we look at the famous passage of the Prodigal Son. Yet the word son 
should be plural - this passage has two sons. Two brothers lost. One son broken by the 
world and sin comes back home. The older son angered by the younger brothers return 
and blinded by his self righteousness and at the father’s forgiveness. Both sons trying to 
cover shame in different ways. One looks up, sees the father who is waiting with arms 
wide open running to him, full of forgiveness and grace and decides to leave shame on 
the road and come home. One son still thinks his goodness earns him his standing. Both 
are lost but only one finds his way home. The father’s grace is too much for the older 
brother, his pride prevents him from receiving the words, “All that I have is yours". Two 
sons, one Father still waiting with open arms, never giving up for the son to come home. 
        Shine Bright,  
        Jill Fritz 
OBJECTIVE: 
The Big Idea: God forgives us! 
Bible Verse: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. -1 John 1:9 

CONVERSATION STARTERS: 
• Would you rather have a bed made of marshmallows or a bed made of butter? 
• If you were going to run away where would you go? 
• What do you think God is like? 

BIBLE STORY: 
• Discuss what a parable is: 

• This story is called a parable. Jesus often told parables. A parable is a story 
told to teach a lesson.  The Father in the story shows us what God is like. The 
brothers in the story show us what we are like. The point is that God wants to 
save both people who follow the rules and people who break all the rules.  In 
this Bible story, you are going to hear about two brothers that seem very 
different, but really have a lot in common. You are also going to hear about 
their Father who keeps loving his sons even when they treat him very badly.  
Listen carefully when you read for the way each brother treats the father and 
the way the father responds.  

• Read Exodus Luke 15:11-30 together as a family. 
• Jesus would teach people that God loves everyone, but often the “church-

people” would get mad and think they were better than the “sinners.” The 
story that Jesus told of the prodigal son is to show that both kinds of people 
need forgiveness and that God wants to save everyone. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
• Which brother do you think Jesus wants us to be like?  
• Which brother do you more relate to? 



• Which brother do you think deserved to be forgiven by the Father? 
• What does this the Father in this story show us about God? 
• According to this story, how does the Father show love to the two brothers? 

RESOURCES: 
• Worship Songs 

• “God is For Me” https://youtu.be/ZmMFCMiT-ac  
• “You Forgive Me” https://youtu.be/LO-2fm7IKcU  
• “Freedom” https://youtu.be/IrgViuuyYAQ  
• “Veggie Tales: The Forgiveness Song” https://youtu.be/jkPhJyB7pJc  

• Extra Videos for discussion 
• “God’s Story: Two Sons and Father” https://youtu.be/kfDfMZ6MTJs  

FUN ACTIVITIES: 
• Object Lesson: Forgiveness 

Supplies: sandwich size Ziplock, vinegar, warm water, baking soda, measuring cups, tissue 
 When we chose to not forgive, we bottle up the anger and hurt inside. It doesn’t   
 go away and it builds and grows.  

1. Place 3 tsp of baking soda in the center of a tissue and nicely fold the tissue 
around the baking soda. Set aside. 

2. Add 1/4 cup warm water and 1/2 cup of vinegar to a Ziplock sandwich bag. 
3. Working quickly, place the folded tissue into the bag and close it completely. 
4. Put the bag on a flat surface and step back. It may take some time for the 

tissue to release the baking soda. 

• Game: Lost Piggies  
Supplies: Pigs (can draw one, print one out, use a toy, or anything that represents a pig) 
Discuss the story: Remember what happened to the prodigal son when he ran out 
of money and food. Where did he find food? That’s right with the pigs! YUCK!! 
We have a few little piggies here that we are going to play a game with. 
1. Hide the pigs, while everyone is closing their eyes tight.  
2. Give everyone one minute to find the “LOST” pigs.  
3. After one minute the person that hid them can go rescue any lost pigs that 

were not found.  
4. Rotate who hides and finds them.  

• Craft: God’s Welcome Mat 
Supplies: poster board or large piece of paper, painters tape, markers 
1. Use the large piece of paper and blue painters tape to tape down the “door 

mat” to the floor. Gather your family around the paper. 
2. Explain that the prodigal son was worried about how the father would act 

when he came home. He thought his father would probably be so mad at him,  
maybe I’ll just be a servant in his house he thought.  
• But what did the father do? 
• How does God feel about anyone who wants to come home to him? 

3. Pretend like this is a big giant welcome mat to God’s house.  
• What do you think it should say? 

4. Decorate the mat using all the ideas everyone gave.  
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